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abuse; atrocious verses, threats of poison and
assassination. She continued long a prey to the
most acute sorrow, and could get no sleep but
from opiates. All this discontent was excited by
her protecting the Prince of Soubise; and the
Lieutenant of Police had great difficulty in allay-
ing the ferment of the people. The King affirmed
that it was not his fault. M. du Verney1 was
the confidant of Madame in everything relating
to war; a subject which he well understood,
though not a military man by profession. The
old Marshal de Noailles called him, in derision,
the General of the flour, but Marshal Saxe, one
day, told Madame that du Verney knew more of
military matters than the old Marshal. Du Verney
once paid a visit to Madame de Pompadour, and

i Brother of M. de Montmartel, and a man of great
talent.n news
